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kills the very Flies. Micheli defcribes a Species, 
which, upon eating them, almoft kill'd the Painter 
he ufually employed, and an old Woman, the 
Painter's Mother. This Man, being fent by the 
Author to delineate fome of thefe Fungus's, and 
being taken with their Appearance, order'd fome 
of them to be fried, and he and his Mother eat 
thereof; but were, in about Two Hours, feized with 
violent Pains in their Bowels, from which they were 
with great Difficulty relieved. I might produce many 
other Inftances of this Sort •> but the above, I be- 
lieve, are fufficienr. 

I prefhme I have fet thefe Matters in a clear Light ; 
but, fearing I have already taken up too much of 
your Time, I conclude myfelf, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour moft devoted, 

London, May 12. 

1744- humble Servant, 

W. Watfon. 



VIII. Two Letters from Mr. Thomas Prefton 
to Mr. Jofeph Ames, F. R. S. concerning the 
IJland of Zetland. 

^Dear Sir, Zetland, Jan. 31. 174I. 

KeadMay 3'-""jpHIS IQand has very rarely any Cor- 
! /4r j^ refpondence with the reft of the 

World for the Six Winter Months 5 I mould fay, for 

H Six 
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Six of the Winter Months ; for the Year may be faid 
to contain ten Months of Winter, and two of cold 
raw Weather. I thought it very abfurd, to hear the 
Inhabitants complain of Heat, at the fame Inilant 
that I complain'd of Cold, and wiih'd for a great 
Coat. They are lb accuftom'd to ftormy bad Wea- 
ther, that they will venture to Sea in fmall Boats, 
when you would not venture to crofs the Thame j.- — 
I fhail give you a fhort Dcfcription of this Ifland.- 

It is the Northermoft belonging to Scotland, fitu- 
ated between the Latitudes of 60 and 6 1 Degrees ; 
its Length is, N.. and S. 60 Miles -, its Breadth 305 
and fo divided into Head-lands and [mailer Iflands, 
Creeks, Bays, Inlets, and Coves, &c. that you can- 
not place a Compafs on any the moft inland Parts 
of its Chart that (hall be Two Miles from the Sea j 
which makes it extreme difficult to make a good 
Draught of the Ifland ; of which there is no Chart 
extant worth naming. 

During my long Stay, I have devoted fome of my 
(otherwife) idle Time to the making of Obfervations. 
and furveying the Place ; by which, and fuitable In- 
formations, &c. gain'd from the Inhabitants, I have 
attempted a Sea Chart, which, I flatter myfelf, may 
be of Ufc to our Navigators, who are all Strangers 
to the many fafe and good Harbours in this Ifland; 
and feveral of them capable of receiving many large 
Ships. 

The Land is wild, barren, and mountainous, nor 
is there fo much as a Tree or Bufh to be fcen. The 
Shores are difficult, and, in many Places, inacceffiblc, 
rude, fteep, and Iron-like; the Sight of which ftrikes 
the Mind with Dread and Horror 5 and fuch mon- 
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ftrous Precipices, and hideous Rocks, as bring all 
Brobdingnag before your Thoughts. 

I doubr not but you are now liftening out for 
fome Account of Curiofities of Art and Nature, 
which moft here are Strangers to j and yet this Ifland 
is not quite barren. In Winter the Sun fcts foon 
after it rifcs j and in Summer it rifes again foon after 
its Setting } fo that the Nights at that Seafon arc near 
as light as the Day ; as, on the contrary, the Day in 
'December is near as dark as the Night. About the 
Solftice, we fee, almoft every Night, the Aurora 
Borealis, as I think you call it -, but we Seamen, the 
Northern Lights ; which fpreads a broad glaring Ap- 
pearance over the whole Northern Hemisphere, and 
looks fomewhat terrifying to them that are not ufed 
to it. 

I (hall only juft mention, that a Comet has appear'd 
to us for fome time from the Weft, large and plain 
to the naked Eye. 



SIR, Let thy May 12. 1744. 

IN my laft from Zetland, I gave you a fhort Account 
of that Country. I (hall now give you fome more 
Particulars, as they occur to my Memory. 

The Ifland is called by the Dutch, Hit land h by 
Us, commonly, Shetland-, but the proper Name of 
it is Zetland h wherein there are thirty Parifh- 
Churchcs, and about eighty Gentlemens Houfes, 
befides the Towns of Lerwick and Scalloway : It was 
flrft inhabited by the Tights or Witts, who were 
driven out by the 'Danes. Chriftian, King of Den- 
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mark and Norway, whofc Daughter Margaret was 
sziven in Marriage to King James the Third of Scot- 
land, in the Year 146S, agreed, That the Ifiands of 
Orkney and Zetland fhould remain in the Pofleffion 
of the faid King James, until he had paid to him 
50,000 Rhenifh Florins for his Daughter's Dower;: 
and Chriftian afterwards, upon the Birth of a young 
Prince his Grandfon, call'd James, renounced his 
Title to the faid Ifiand, in Favour of King James ; 
which has ever fince belonged to Scotland. 

The Longitude of Zetland differs but little from 
the Eaftcrn Part of Scotland '; and its Latitude is from 
60 to 61 Degrees North : The longeft Day is near 
twenty Hours. I have read a very fmall Print in my 
Chamber at Midnight with the Windows (hut. The 
Air is temperate, confidcring the Country lies fo far 
North; and agrees tolerably well with t hole that can 
endure Cold and a thick Fog. I muft own, I have 
not found rhe Winters fo cold as in fome other Parts 
of Great Britain 5 nor are the Summers near fo warm ; 
tor which, indeed, the Length of the Days makes 
fome amends. I have heard, that fome Fimermcn 
have affirmed, that at Sea they have feen the Sun's- 
Body at Midnight : But that is impofiible ; fince the 
Sun in the fhorteft Day in 'December is four Hours 
above the Horifon ; and it muft certainly be depreflcd 
as long under it in June. The Winters arc more fub- 
>ccl to Rain than Snow ; nor do the Froft and Snow 
continue fo long on the Ground, as upon the main 
Land of Britain •, yet I faw it wholly cover'd with 
Snow the 20th of May the laft Year. The Winds,, 
during the long Winter feafon, continue to blow 
mod boifteroufly generally between the South and 
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the Weft; which occafions many Shipwrecks. There 
have been three or four on the Ifland in the Time I 
was there. 

The Land is mountainous and moorilh, abound- 
ing with Mofs and Heather ; under which they dig 
Peat (or Turf) for Firing 5 under that is hard Rock. 

Their Horfes are very little, but ftrong, and well 
mettled, which they call Shelties. Their Oxen, 
Swine, and Sheep, of which laft they have Plenty, 
and their Cattle of all Kinds, are fmall. The Price 
of a Horfe is a Guinea ; an Ox fomewhat lefs 5 a 
Sheep half a Crown j a Calf Six -pence. Rabbets they 
have in fome Parts of the Country. Frogs and Toads 
there are none ; nor, perhaps, any poifonous Animals. 
There are many Otters, which they call Tikes ; and Seals, 
which they call Selkies : Sometimes there are many 
young Whales, which they call 'Pellacks, or Spout- 
Whales : They run into the Creeks, and fo intangle 
themfelves among the Rocks, that they are caft on 
the Shore, or ealily taken. 

There are Plenty of Sea-weeds, called Tangle, grow- 
ing on the Rocks, of which might be made Kelp 
for the making of Soap. There is Plenty of Shell- 
fifhofmoft Kinds: Their Oyfters are the beft I ever 
ear. In the Sea they catch Cod, Ling, Haddock, 
Whitings, Scate, Turbuv, Herrings, Colc'filh, Flukes, 
Trouts, &c. 

There are many Sorts of Wild-fowl ; namely, 
the Dunter Goofc, Clark Goofe, Solan Gooic, 
Swans, Ducks, Teal, Whaps, Toifts, Lyres, Kitti- 
waiks, Maws, Plovers, Scarfs, &c. there is like 
wife the Ember-Goole, which is faid to hatch her 
Egg under her Wing : This is certain, that none 
ever faw her on the land, or out of the Water ; 
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and that they have a Cavity or hollow Place under 
one of their Wings only, capable of containing a 
large Egg. 

There are very large Eagles, which they call Earns? 
which prey upon the young Lambs, &c. There is a 
Law in Force, That whoever kills one of thefe Eagles, 
is to have a Hen out of every Houfe in the Parifh whe- 
rein it is killed (tho' it is never now demanded). 

I don't doubt but that there are Mines of Silver, Tin, 
and Lead, in the Country ; for feveral Sorts of Minerals 
are to be found : And I have been credibly informed, 
that Pieces of pure mafly Silver, of considerable Big- 
nefs, have been turned up by the Plough : But fuch 
Treafures are neglected, or not improved, through 
the Poverty or Carclefsnefs of the Proprietors. In 
many Places, Marl, Quarries of excellent Freeftone, 
Lime-ftone, and Slate, arc found, and fome Veins 
of Marble. 

Sometimes there are caft up by the Sea, Timber, 
Pieces of Wreck, Hogfheads of Wine, Brandy, &c. 
which are frequently grown over with the Shells of 
a Fifti called deck Geefe, which I take to be the 
Concha anatifera\ and fometimes Sperrna Ceti, 
Ambergrife, Water- Sponges, and Camihells (Os 
Sepia) are found on the Shore. 

There is no Foreft or Wood, nor fo much as a 
Tree, or hardly a Bum of any Sort in the whole 
Country, except in fome Gentlemens Gardens > and 
thofe never dare to peep over the Garden-Wall, for 
the Blaft of the North Wind. 

The Country is fo divided by the Sea, that it can- 
not be expeded there mould b^ in it any Rivers; 
yet there are many fmall Brooks, and little Runs of 
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Water call'd Bourns, and Loches or Lakes ; many of 
which afford Trouts ; and I have eaten excellent Cod- 
fifh, that have been taken in one of thefe Loches or 
Lakes of perfect frefh Water, which has been very 
near the Sea. 

The People are generally civil, fagacious, of a 
ready Wit, and of a quick Apprehenfion, pioufly 
inclin'd, much given to Hofpitality, civil and liberal 
in their Entertainments, and exceeding kind to 
Strangers ; which I may fay indeed from Experience ; 
for I never met with more Civility in any Part of 
the World. 

They are generally of a dark Complexion, perfon- 
able, and comely enough. The Women are lovely ; 
and the Gentry of them go well dreft, are genteel in 
Carriage, well-behav'd in Company, and fmart and 
pleafant in Convcrfation, even to a Miracle, con- 
iidcring they live in fuch a remote Ifland, which has 
to little Correfpondence with the reft of the World : 
They delight more in the Conversion of Men, than 
in the common Tittle-tattle of their own Sex ; they 
are Strangers to Plays, Opera's, Mafqucrades, Balls, 
AiTemblies, Set Vifuing-Days, extravagant Drefs, Gal- 
lantry, &c. and are free from thofe fafhionable Vices 
which fo much difgrace their Betters : In a Word, they 
are modeft Virgins, and virtuous Wives : Adultery 
is not fo much as known among them : With the 
common Sort Fornication fometimes happens} but 
their Conftancy is fuch, that they are fure to marry 
each other after ; ncvetthelefs, if a Child happens to 
come in lefs than nine Months after the Marriage, 
they are both obliged, by the Law of Scotland, to 
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do Penance in the Kirk. This heinous Sin the pious 
Pricft calls Antenuptial Fornication. 

The Country is moft commodious for Navigation j 
which makes me wonder it has been fo long ne- 
glected, and that we have not even (b much as a Map 
of ir. There arc more than twenty fafe Harbours, of 
cafy Acccfs, capable of receiving large Ships j the 
moft remarkable of which are Lerwick or Breffey 
Sound i T)ura Voc and Bait a Sound on the Eaft 
Side, and Scalloway* Olifuoe, and Valley Sound on 
the Weft Side of the Country. The Coaft is all 
high and bold, and may be fecn many Leagues from 
Sea. There are no Sands round the whole Ifland, 
and but few funken Rocks, and thofe very near the 
Shore ; except one dangerous Shoal on the Weft 
Side, called Have de Grind, and fome Rocks on 
the N. W. above Water ; both which, as well as the 
whole Ifland, I have exactly furvey'd; and I think 
1 may fay, without Vanity, that I can produce a very 
good Map of Zetland, which, I believe, may be of 
good Service to Navigation, efpecially this War- 
Time. — 1 fear I have now tried your Patience with 
my long incoherent Epiftie: I fhall therefore con- 
clude with my kind Love to all Friends j who am, 

Dear Sir, 
Tour mojl affectionate,' 
Humble Servant, 

Tho. Prefton. 

N. B. The Author has lately pubElhed a very accurate Map of thefe 
■IJlands. 

IX. 



